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Analytical Essay on a Poem
	Bats are fascinating animals due to their behavioral characteristics with most individuals likening them to vampires. Reid reiterates that bats have not had a fair share of the literary reputation and has been neglected over the years. The peculiarity of their physique has also drawn the comparison to winged mice, monsters, and aberrant mosquitoes. The uncertainties surrounding the nature of the bats led to painting them as monsters that need to be eliminated. The perceptions about the bats have put them at loggerheads with the humans, and constant rivalry between the latter has made them lead a secluded life. Some may argue it is their perpetual trait to live in isolation as if they were practicing some form of cultism unknown to us. Therefore, the bats are the most understood animals and are victims of circumstances, in this regard, is there another side of the bat that is not known to man? Reid, Alastair uses imagery, metaphors, verification, allegory, and symbolism to describe the chronicles of the bats pejoratively. 

The context of the Poem

[bookmark: _GoBack]	The poem has an informal setting as it refers to bats in their natural environment and their interaction with humans. The poet makes references to the ranch owners and cows which is an indicator that the significant economic activity in the poem is agriculture. In this regard, the poem has a countryside setting since such regions support agricultural activities. 
Reid is sympathetic towards the bat and is critical of the conflict between the bats and the human farmers. For instance, he refers to the prosecution of the bats as martyrdom. Martyrdom depicts that the bats are suffering from the sins of the entire race that is self-reinforcing from the colossal ignorance of humanity. Also, he infers their bats are symbolic to kisses even though they spread diseases such as rabies to livestock and he does not want to relate their behavioral attributes to vampires. He justifies himself that he his knowledge about bats does not show the correlation between the behavioral characteristics of bats and vampires. He hides under the guise that he has not done any research on the bats and portrays them as innocent creatures. Consequently, the mood of the poem somber, for example, the poet depicts the killing of the bats as crude and inhumane. The tone of the poet is melancholic as he concerned about the suffering of the bats; he articulates that humans have imprisoned them to the caves never to see the daylight. 
Besides, the poet uses the first-person perspective in the poem to show his reflective point of view, for instance, in the fourth stanza he says, I have heard it claimed that often that the bat is a…. In the fifth stanza, he says, I know something of vampires; although I know nothing….The first person perspective helps the poet to communicate his ideologies effectively about the whole situation. He is trying to make the readers view the issue from his perspective to comprehend the theme of the poem. The mysterious nature of the poet's relationship with the bat depicts literary tools that describe realism. In the poet's world, the suffering of the bats has become a crisis, and he echoes for appropriate interventions. 

Style or Genre
	The genre of the poem is a free verse since it does not have a regular rhyme scheme. The stanzas of the poem have a different number of lines. For instance, the first stanza has ten lines while the second stanza has seven tracks. There are dispersed instances of rhyme, for example, in the ninth verse the fourth line ..., egoism, human vampirism. The poem revolves around the theme of culture. The poet refers to the bat as a perpetual hermit that prescribes to the doctrines of nihilism. Culture in the poem is evident from the need of the community to maintain their agricultural heritage by fighting the bats by all means possible. The behavioral tendencies of the bats to alienate themselves from the rest of the world are unparalleled to the accidie religious norms. The bats are seen to mediate every morning on the sins of the world; meditation is an integral part of Buddhism. 
 In conclusion, the poet has effectively communicated his message to the readers as he has strived to redefine the relationship between the bats and the humans. The setting of the poem is informal, and he uses a sad tone to show the gravity of the matter. The first person perspective makes the readers visualize the subject from the poet's point of view. The poet also uses effectively literary devices such as irony, oppositional binary, personification, rhyme, and metaphors to give the theme a poetic touch. All in all, the other is trying to justify that the bats are innocent ones are just victims of circumstances.
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Literary Devices
	The poet has effectively employed literary tools to satisfactorily reinforce the theme of the poem. Firstly, he uses oppositional binary through using long sentences throughout the poem to enhance the understanding of the readers on the theme of the poem. Most of the sentence structures are separated by commas and dashes that succinctly relay the intended message. The semantic structure is consistent in all of the stanzas to show coherence of the theme. For instance, in the ninth stanza, he says that man imprisons it in evil and detests it because of sticky ugliness, egoism, and human vampirism- a reminder of our cave origins, with a shocking thirst for blood. The poet uses the stanza to effectively juxtapose the bats to the vampires that are the reasons we are against them since they go against the realms of morality and ethicality.
	Moreover, the poet uses metaphors in the poem effectively to draw real-time comparisons. For examples, the poet metaphorically refers to the bat as a vampire due its blood-sucking nature. He refers to the bats as bloody jests that spread infections through their bites and they are sunlight-shy characteristics similar to those of vampires. His metaphorical notions are in stanza seven are also validated from the conceptualization of the habitat of the bats (caves) similar to vampires. Also, he compares the bat to a hermit who lives in isolation observing nihilistic doctrines to free themselves from accidie. The poet uses the literary device to demystify the misconceptions about the bat.  
	Besides, the poet uses personification to give the bat human characteristics that makes it a standout creature. For instance, he reiterates in line stanza 8 that the bats meditate on a daily basis as the Buddha do and that they are affiliated to a certain religion. Also, he personifies the cow in line 3 to show the cow’s inability to invent a garlic necklace to protect them from the bats. Furthermore, Reid uses irony in stanza two to refer to the crucifixion of the bat as martyrdom similar to the persecution Jesus and other biblical personalities. Irony stems from the notion that the bats are being persecuted for crimes they did not commit and maybe their death will help steer a cause only known to them.


